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Saionji climbed in. They started slowly towards the Shinagawa road.
At the Nakamura-ro, Button-nose was shouting: "Jin-riki-ya-swi)
rikishaman, bring him back alive! Don1t upset him into the water."
Saionji's long-cherished hope to go abroad to study was at last to
be fulfilled in January 1871, the fourth year of Meiji. It was one of
the most momentous years in the reconstruction period under the
new Imperial Government. That very summer, the last vestige of the
old order, the holding of territorial possessions by the local daimyo^
came to an end, thereby clearing the ground for genuine political and
social reforms*
The former Commander-General and Governor of Echigo had been
officially relieved of his public duties in July 1869, and his French
courses at Nagasaki were finished. An American ship, the S,S, Costa
Rica, was to carry more than thirty government students, young and
old, across the Pacific from Yokohama to San Francisco. While many
were to remain in America, others, like Saionji, were destined for
Europe,
The steamer was an odd-looking craft with paddle wheels. The ap-
pearance of the Nipponese passengers differed greatly; some were in
native attire with topknot, kimono, two swords, and clogs; some had
hair closely cropped; still others, though uncomfortable, were proud
of their complete European outfits. Their pursuits, with military sci-
ence predominating, were as varied as their clothing.
In due time, Saionji reached the Atlantic Coast* While most of his
companions proceeded directly to their destinations, he with a few
others came to Washington, D, C, and was received in audience by
President Grant, He was impressed by woman's place in American
society* Wherever he went, women appeared in public with their hus-
bands* Though ho was an ardent advocate of the abolition of social
castes among the people in his native land where women were usually
neither seen nor heard, he was startled to see social equality between
the sexes accepted as a matter of course.
Via London, he came to Paris in the spring of the same year*
At first Paris reminded him of the sad and defeated Nipponese cities
he had conquered during the civs! wars*
The pessimistic atmosphere in the French capital, which had sur-
rendered to the Prussian army less than two months before his arrival,
depressed him. His exhausting trip and his difficulty with the language,
particularly in speaking, added to his disillusionment

